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TYPICAL ELECTRICO PUMPING PLANT RECENTLY INSTALLED ON LARGE KERN COUNTY AGRICUL- 
TURAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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Kern County Replete With Romance 


Gold, Cattle, Land and Oil Attracted Hardy Pioneers Who Braved 
Dangers and Privations in Their Search for 
Opportunities, Homes and Content. 


N the march of progress, the history of 
Kern county is filled with romance. 
When California was young a band of 

renegade Indians used the southern hills as 
a hunting ground. Then came the first 
white men, trappers, hunters, small stock- 
men and farmers, who stayed close to the 
old immigrant trail. The Indians retreated 
before the development advance of these 
whites, and the establishment of historic 
Fort Tejon. This stronghold built conti- 
dence among the pioneers and new settlers 
came in. 

"Those pioneers with a vision raised stock 
on the broad plains and on the mountain 
meadows, where wild grass grew in abun- 
dance. They planted corn on the rich 
delta of the Kern River, named after an 
artist in the John Fremont party of ex- 
plorers who risked his life many times in 
quest of adventure. But it was not until 


1851 that this region became generally 
known, when gold was discovered along 
the upper Kern River by Richard Keyes. 
"The village of Keysville, a mushroom town, 
was founded overnight during the resulting 
gold rush. Miners came from everywhere. 


'They overflowed the boom town and busi- 
ness flourished in this frontier settlement 
until 1860 when gold was struck at Whis- 
key Flat by Lovely Rogers and the stam- 
pede was on again. "Today nothing remains 
to mark the site of Keysville and very few 
pioneers know its location. Whiskey Flat 
became the center of activities and survived 
while Keysville fell. Today Whiskey Flat 
is known as Kernville, gateway to the high 
Sierras for motorists, fishermen, hunters 
and campers from Bakersfield and other 
modern cities of Kern county. 

'The first county seat was at Havilah. 
Here a miniature gold rush all its own, had 
followed the stampede to Keysville and 
Whiskey Flat. It was in 1866 that the 
state legislature created a new county of 
5,121,920 acres carved from Tulare and 
Los Angeles and gave it the name of Kern, 
after the beautiful river, Havilah, held 
the county seat until 1874, a period of eight 
years. 

And in the meantime the covered wagon 
had brought thousands of families to the 
Golden State. Many of them moved on to 
the fertile plains of the San Joaquin Valley 


PRIME BEEF ON THE HOOF. 
Kern county boasts of some of the finest herds of beef cattle in the state. 
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where the modern city of Bakersfield now 
stands. By 1870 the cross roads settle- 
ment had steadily grown into a village. 
It was a community of pioneers with a 
vision. They saw a future town. They 
had found their Pot of Gold at the base of 
the hills where miners were taking min- 
erals from the mysterious depths of the 
earth. Stock raising and farming appealed 
to many of those people who came overland 
in the covered wagon. ‘They held a mass 
meeting in 1873 and decided to incorporate 
the city of Bakersfield. "The small city 
prospered and a year later by a county 
election the voters decided to move the 
county seat to Bakersfield. It seemed like 
another gold rush, for when the courthouse 
was moved most of the citizens of Havilah 
followed. Crumbling ruins only make the 
site of Havilah today. 

Bakersfield became the center of cattle 
and sheep raising and grain farming. 
Progress was slow until May, 1899, when 
oil was discovered on the north bank of 
Kern River. The days of yellow gold were 
again enacted in the rush for black gold. 
'Thousands of newcomers rushed into the 
oil fields and the second boom was on. The 
Southern Pacific had previously founded 
the town of Sumner, a mile or two east of 
Bakersfield. А few years later Sumner was 
incorporated under the name of Kern City. 
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Forest of oil derricks in Kern River field. 
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But in 1909, after the oil discovery had 
brought millions of dollars in wealth to the 
whole county, the two cities were consoli- 
dated by election and since that date it has 
been Bakersfield and East Bakersfield. 
Both share in the profits from oil and, dur- 
ing the past fifteen years, in the ever in- 
creasing wealth from diversified farming, 
which has brought to Kern county the dis- 
tinction of producing almost everything 
that is making California great as an agri- 
cultural state. 


It is interesting to recall that the site of 
Fort Tejon, which was established in 1852 
as a protection against the renegade Indians, 
is today being used for agricultural pur- 
poses. Some of the romance of gold dates 
back to 1895 when F. M. Moers discovered 
the precious metal near-Randsburg. Today 
the region where the mountains extend 
down into the colorful Mojave desert is 
still important as a producer of minerals. 

Perhaps it is not too much to say that 
Kern county, with its varied industries, 
including that which gives the brightest 
prospects for the future—diversified farm- 
ing—has been blessed with wondrous 
advantages. It has romance written across 
its pages of history—Indian bandits, cov- 
ered wagon pioneers, gold rushes, oil 
booms, and a million acres to help feed the 
nation. What more could anyone ask ? 


The days of yellow gold were again enacted in the rush for black 


gold following discovery of oi] in May, 1899, 
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Wide Awake Communities of Kern County Are Peopled by Energetic 
Homeseekers Having Vision and Civic Pride. 


COUNTY is known by its rural 

development. Wide-awake towns 

with the community spirit and the 
desire to grow with the rest of the county 
are an asset. Kern county is proud of its 
towns. Populated by energetic home- 
seekers with vision, people who came to 
stay and expand within an agricultural 
empire of 2,000,000 acres of fertile soil, 
these thriving towns are doing their share 
to tell the world, through their local civic 
bodies and chambers of commerce, of this 
portion of the Great Inland Empire. 


HIGHWAYS AND GOOD ROADS 


For nearly 100 miles through Kern 
county runs the State Highway.  Bakers- 
field is the first large city for the motorist 
coming north over the scenic Ridge Route, 
the road of a thousand curves. Bakers- 
field, which is the county seat, is also the 
largest city between Fresno and Los 
Angeles. With a population of searly 
30,000, it is a center for the shipment of 
fruits, vegetables, cotton, cattle, sheep and 
oil. 

One of the important factors in rural 
settlement is a system of good roads. Kern 
county has more than 300 miles of paved 
and graded highways. At a cost of about 
$850,000 the county has let a contract for 
improvement of a number of West Side 
highways. A paved road, nine miles long, 
is being constructed at a cost of $250,000, 
connecting Arvin with the famous Weed 
Patch district. This project was financed 


. by the creation of a 28,000-acre road im- 


provement district. 


SUCCESSFUL AGRICULTURAL CITIES 


Delano, just south of the Tulare county 
line on the State Highway, is the largest 
agricultural community center in Kern 
county. [t is a thriving city and boasts of 
a $160,000 outfall sewer system as one of 
its latest improvements. Surrounded by 
spreading vineyards and orchards and small 
farms, with diversified products, Delano is 
proud of its growth. Through this land 
of milk and honey to the south toward 
Bakersfield, intensive cultivation is seen at 
Wasco, Shafter and McFarland. In these 
communities success has been attained with 
cotton, garden truck and grapes. This 
spring 50 carloads of lettuce were shipped 
to Eastern markets, while nearly 100,000 
potato sacks were ordered for the 1924 
crop. Growers in this district practice 
diversified farming. They are making it 
pay. Lerdo, Famosa, Pond, Rio Bravo, 
Rosedale, Panama, Arvin and the Weed 
Patch, are other districts where diversi- 
fied farming is proving profitable. 


EXTENSIVE IRRIGATION PROJECTS 


A few years ago Kern county farmers 
gave active support to the formation of a 
huge irrigation project to supply water 
from Kern River to irrigate an area of 
nearly 300,000 acres. To aid in further 
development of agricultural lands a merger 
was proposed of the present irrigation sys- 
tems into a larger project which will serve 


Corn for silage brings down the cost of producing 


milk. Note the heavy growth. 
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Not an unusual sight, although these silos are part 
of an extensive farming enterprise in Kern county. 


Figs, olives and onion seed demonstrate diversity as 
practiced in Kern county. 


the districts from Arvin and the fetrile 
Weed Patch section north to Wasco, 
Shafter, McFarland and Delano, passing 
the city of Bakersfield on the west. 
Another plan is the Indian Wells Valley 
irrigation project which contemplates the 
bringing of water from Mono Lake drain- 
age area to the Inyo-Kern and Fremont 
valleys, southeast of the Sierras. Miller 
and Lux have fostered another irrigation 
district, which would bring under cultiva- 
tion 80,000 more acres. Miller and Lux 
own thousands of tillable acres in the 
county. 
POWER LINES EXTENDED 


San Joaquin Power has done its 
share in extending service into newly 
developed settlements. In one year nearly 
a hundred miles of cement pipe were laid 
for irrigation purposes in the farm pumping 
area of the county. A greater part of this 
was on the lands of the Earl Fruit Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Di Giorgio Farms 
Corporation, which has improved 3,000 
acres in the Arvin district. Wiley M. 


Grinding alfalfa into meal for stock and poultry feed 
opens additional markets for this product. 
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Giffen, former president of the Sun-Maid 
Raisin Growers’ Association, developed a 
2,500-acre tract in the same district, and 
Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover 
owns a model farm of 1,280 acres between 
Shafter and Wasco. On land donated by 
H. A. Jastro, near Shafter, the United 
States Department of Agriculture operates 
an experimental farm of forty acres. 


WEED PATCH AND ARVIN 


Arvin and the Weed Patch are called 
the "garden spots" of the southern part of 
Kern county. In the Weed Patch district 
are more than 100,000 acres of fertile soil, 
which produce some of the earliest fruits 
and grapes in the San Joaquin Valley. The 
Weed Patch is also the largest cotton pro- 
ducing region in the Valley. Its thriving 
town is Arvin, only a few years old and 
growing rapidly, and Lamont, a new town- 
site situated at the junction of the new 
21-mile Arvin branch line of the Southern 
Pacific and the Weed Patch highway to 
Bakersfield. Wonders have been worked 
here with soil, climate and water. 

Noted chiefly for the quality and produc- 
tion of pears, the town of Tehachapi on the 
Southern Pacific is Kern county’s largest 
mountain settlement. It has 1,500 acres 
devoted to growing of pears. Following 
the edge of the foothills on the higher mesa 
lands along the eastern rim of the valley 
are the fruit districts of the Tejon, Edison, 
Kern Mesa, and Jasmine. 


With 1,200 wage earners, the payroll 
last year of Bakersfield’s industries was 
nearly $2,000,000, and the cost of mater- 
ials, $3,200,000. 


Typical of many cotton gins now in operation in 
Kern county preparing for bumper cotton crops. 


King Cotton Invades New Empire 


Achievement of Kern County in Cotton Production Establishes New 
Records and Attracts World Interest. 


ING Cotton reigned with a happy 

smile in Kern county last year. He 

still wears that smile. In 1923, it 
is believed that a world's record was made. 
"The achievement was this: With cotton 
raised on 10,000 acres, Kern was the only 
county in the United States in which but 
one variety was grown. And those 10,000 
acres produced 12,000 bales of cotton, or 
an average of one and one-fifth bales to the 
acre. This may be another record, for 
reliable authorities claim it is the only 
county where the average of more than one 
bale to the acre was maintained for the 
year. The profit was more per acre than 
in any other county and cotton netted more 
to the grower than any other crop grown 
in the region. ‘The industry more than 
held its own with grapes, melons and pota- 
toes. Cotton was harvested and marketed 
at an average of $500 a bale, producing 
more than a million and a half dollars in 
wealth to the farmers. Most of the cotton 
in the San Joaquin Valley was grown in 
Kern county. 


FIFTY THOUSAND ACRES 


"This year it is estimated that the Valley's 
cotton acreage will reach the total of 
50,000 acres, a remarkable growth in 
twelve months. Other counties have 
planted the product but Kern is expected 
again to set the pace with 15,000 acres. 

'The principal cotton growing districts 
are Wasco, Shafter, the Weed Patch and 
Arvin. It is said that the Weed Patch has 
the largest acreage in the entire Valley. 
This “Garden Spot" of the Garden of the 
Sun, with its 100,000 acres of fertile soil, 
has built three cotton gins and plans 


another before the end of the present sea- 
son. Growers of the Weed Patch have 
specilaized in the production of pure seed 
and a ready sale has been found. The 
Acala variety was raised exclusively in 
Kern county last year. Heavy production 
was the direct result. 


NEW GINS GOING IN 


Last season, the Wasco and Shafter dis- 
tricts ginned nearly 2,500 bales of cotton 
at the Wasco gin. "The growers expect to 
triple that production this year. Bakers- 
field is making plans for a cotton gin of 
its own because of Kern county's success 
with cotton, which has attracted many 
settlers from the southern states. "This sea- 
son Delano has 4,000 acres in cotton and 
will have a gin of its own, costing $20,000. 

Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover 
is one of the cotton pioneers with half of 
his 1,280-acre farm near Wasco and 
Shafter devoted to culture of this im- 
portant product. With the valley calling 
for more diversified farming, it is believed 
the future of cotton growing is assured. 
'The experimental stage has been success- 
fully conquered. In Kern county the area 
adapted to cotton growing is roughly 
estimated at 100,000 acres. It is consid- 
ered one of the most permanent and profit- 
able field crops of that region. Growers 
are favored by a long growing season, large 
yields, premium quality and freedom from 
disease. 


Most of the natural gas burned in the 
city of Los Angeles is from Kern county. 

Nearly 64,000,000 barrels of oil added 
to Kern county's wealth last year. 


At the peak of the season's run in the yard of a Kern county cotton gin. 
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Alfalfa produces from six to 
seven crops per year, each cutting 
yielding from one to two tons of 
hay to the acre. 


a side line 

and as a 
specialized industry 
have proven profitable 
even under adverse 
markets. Hog raising 
is attractive because 
of abundance of alfalfa 
pasture, skimmed milk 
for little pigs and Kaf- 
fir corn and barley 
for fattening. 
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Poultry raising is one of 


the 


most profitable side lines 


on many small farms in Kern 
County. While not engaged in 
extensively as a specialized 
industry, poultry thrives well 
in Kern County because of 
favorable climate conditions, 
freedom from fogs or ocean 
winds. 


Kern County has long been 
identified with the sheep raising 
industry. The vast areas of pas- 
turage on the bench lands and in 
the foothills furnish feed for 
167,000 sheep producing an 
annual wool clip of two million 
pounds, 


Kern County Beckons the Homeseeker 


Two Million Acres of Tillable Land, Less Than Ten Per Cent Developed, 
Afford Almost Every Variety of Resources. 


WO million acres beckon in Kern 
county. The homeseeker has his 
choice of many soils adapted to 
diversified farming, which, after all, is the 
backbone of the county's future develop- 
ment. The total area of Kern is 5,121,920 
acres. The present irrigated area is more 
than 200,000 acres. The possible agricul- 
tural area has been estimated as high as 
2,100,000 acres. This statement does not 
seem merely a wild guess or a stretch of the 
imagination when a few facts are assem- 
bled. 
THIRD LARGEST COUNTY 
It requires only a glance at the map of 
California to see that Kern county is the 
third largest county. But as one of the 
state's largest counties it contains a great 
diversity of natural conditions. The state 
of California stands in a fortunate position 
in that it has almost every variety of eco- 
nomic resources, climate and topography. 
Kern county has most of these represented 
within its boundaries. According to its 
recent industrial survey, its basic natural 
resources are, in the order of importance 
as they relate to future development: 
agricultural land, water, climate, oil and 
gas, minerals, stock raising and timber. 


REMARKABLE PROGRESS 


Most of the industrial development of 
Kern county has come in the past 20 years. 
Probably no other district on the Pacific 


Coast can equal this record, a story of 
progress attributed to soil, climate and 
irrigation advantages. Modern schools and 
good social conditions have attracted the 
substantial type of homeseeker who comes 
to stay and help build the community. 

It has been said that no history of agri- 
cultural development in California is com- 
plete without telling the remarkable 
achievements of the San Joaquin Valley. 
It might have been added that the story is 
not complete without Kern county. For 
here is found every stage in the history of 
agriculture in the state. Before 1870 the 
pioneers of the covered wagon raised stock 
and mined for gold. Ten years later a few 
field crops had been introduced but the 
land was held in large tracts. At that 
time there were only 300 farms in the 
county. After 1880, many settlers were 
attracted by cheap land and favorable crop 
yields. Important factors since 1880 have 
been the arrival of two transcontinental 
railway lines, the discovery of oil, develop- 
ment of hydro-electric power on Kern 
River, extension of irrigation, cheap power 
rates for farm pumping and wonderful 
roads and highways. 


FARM PUMPING USED EXTENSIVELY 

Kern county has made its greatest expan- 
sion in fruit crops and diversified farming 
during the past five years. From 300 farms 
in 1880, agricultural development had 


Beautiful homes are the rule in Kern county. 
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grown to 2,250 farms last 
year. This area included 
1,500,000 acres of land, 
400,000 acres of which is 
improved. Irrigation is be- 
ing used on 200,000 acres, 
with more than 64,000 
acres irrigated by pumps, 
showing ап increase of 
54,000 acres since 1909. 
Perhaps the most interesting 
feature of the history of 
Kern county irrigation is 
that during the past 15 
years the extension of crop 
development has been prac- 
tically all from pumping and 
through individual wells. 
Pumping development has 
gone ahead with the intro- 
duction of electric power, a 
majority of the pumps being 
equipped with motors. 

About 1860 irrigation by 
gravity was first under- 
taken when small ditches 
diverted water from Kern 
River for irrigating grain. 
Last year 150,000 acres of 
orchard and field crops were 
irrigated. | This represents 
37 per cent of the improved 
land in farms. Alfalfa, 
grain, hay, cotton, sorguhms 
and potatoes are the princi- 
pal field crops. 

Last year in the county, 
27,000 acres of vines pro- 
duced 340,000 tons of table 
grapes. Cotton came into 
its own and on 10,000 acres 
12,000 bales of good quality 
product were picked. Vege- 
tables and truck garden 
crops were planted on 2,100 
acres. Fruits and nuts were 
harvested on 32,262 acres. 
Alfalfa led with 50,000 
acres. There were 167,000 
sheep, 126,000 beef cattle, 
9,200 dairy cattle, and 
10,000 horses. More than 
1,200 cars of cattle were 
shipped to markets and the 


wool clip totaled 2,000,000 pounds. 
'The total wealth of Kern county is esti- 


mated at $166,000,000. 
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homes in the Sierras of Kern county. 
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Many residents of the southern end of 
the San Joaquin Valley maintain summer 


When Bakersfield Came In 


By A. Emory WisHON 


General Manager, San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation. 


AKERSFIELD became a part of the 
San Joaquin Light and Power Cor- 


poration system on August 1, 1910, 


and for three weeks Bakersfield was with- 
out street lights. A more inauspicious 
beginning could scarcely be imagined. We 
started at once the installation 


with our purchase of the Power, 
‘Transit and Light Company. 
It was a small organization 
compared with what it is to- 
day, but it by no means looked 
small to me. I moved in on 
that very day, as assistant to 
the general manager being 
placed in charge of the south- 
ern division, which included 
Bakersfield, the Midland Coun- 
ties territory and the West Side 
oil fields. Just before this I 
had been located at Coalinga, 
promoting the Coalinga Water 
Electric Co., the beginning of 
the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation—and  de- 
veloping the oil well motor. I had a 
Coalinga perspective, beside which Bakers- 
field loomed large indeed. Not only did 
the service include light and power, but 
gas as well, and we had also taken over the 
street railway system. 


DOUBLES NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 


One of our first managerial acts was to 
increase salaries and nearly double the 
number of employees. This created con- 
sternation among some of the older hands, 
one of whom actually offered his resigna- 
tion, declaring he did not want to be 
identified with any organization fore- 
doomed to failure. But we went out 
immediately on a campaign for new busi- 
ness and soon had the doubting ones con- 
vinced that we knew what we were doing. 

When we assumed charge we found 
that the gas works were inadequate, the 
power plant was 50 per cent overloaded, 
and the street railway system consisted of 
a single unballasted track, equipped with 
obsolete cars which had been purchased 
second hand after being retired from the 
streets of Sacramento. 

On that very first day of my new respon- 
sibility a power plant generator blew up 
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of a second-hand steam turbine 


unit of 750 KW capacity 
borrowed from the General 
Electric Company. It was 


located on the site of the present 
steam plant. At the same time 
we ordered a 2,500 KW plant 
for permanent installation. 
Just a week before this perma- 
nent plant could be placed in 
operation, the temporary one 
burned to the ground. Again 
Bakersfield was in darkness 
and the new management was 
under the guns of community 
criticism. 
NOT DISCOURAGED 

But mishaps were not discouraging, 
they were merely irritating. We had faith 
in Bakersfield then, just as we have it to- 
day. But the realization of the faith of 
nearly fourteen years ago was not long in 
coming. During the succeeding two years 
we invested more than two and one-half 
millions of dollars in Bakersfield and Kern 
County improvements. This included as 
one of the chief items the construction of 
a main line down the West Side of the 
valley, tying in the Bakersfield district to 
the general system. We brought in 
natural gas to give an adequate and reason- 
ably priced gas service. We tore up the 
entire street railway system, replacing the 
light rails with heavy ones, double track- 
ing in all directions, ballasting the road, 
scrapping the ancient cars and replacing 
them with thoroughly modern ones, and 
in fact making the system over into one of 
the most complete and efficient on the 
Pacific Coast. 


INTO THE OIL FIELDS 


Of course, one of our first steps toward 
the acquisition of new business was into 
the oil fields. In Coalinga we had de- 
veloped the oil-well motor, proving that 
there is greater economy and efficiency in 
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pumping oil by electricity than by power 
generated right at the well by burning oil 
taken from it. We succeeded in putting 
on a big oil pumping load in Kern County. 
And we are still adding to that load, which 
is one of the important factors of our busi- 
ness. 
FARM PUMPING 


'There were less than a dozen agricul- 
tural motors in the entire Bakersfield dis- 
trict when we took charge, and of these 
just two were operating. These plants 
were overinstalled. We were beginning to 
build up our agricultural load in all direc- 
tions in those days, and here we recognized 
was an almost virgin field for real promo- 
tion work. 

Our first line extension was 40 miles 
into the Wasco district to serve 125 horse- 
power to the Fourth Extension Water 
Company. The next line, built into the 
Weed Patch, with a single comparatively 
small agricultural installation at its end, 
was 17 miles long. These lines might 
be considered to have been built upon 
blind faith alone, but development finally 
show that they were really backed by good 
judgment. 

SAW THE OPPORTUNITIES 


But that Weed Patch line nearly 
brought to an abrupt and inglorious finish 
the career of an ambitious and perhaps 
impetuous young manager. In my enthu- 
siasm it never occurred to me that others 
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would fail to see opportunities and necessi- 
ties as I saw them. I had the estimates 
for the new line drawn and sent to the 
main office. ‘Then I sent out the crew 
and built the line. Just about the time it 
was finished the estimates were rejected. 
Mr. A. C. Balch came on a visit and I 
took him on a drive over the line. We 
went for 16 miles across barren plains that 
looked then incapable of supporting a self- 
respecting jackrabbit, reaching finally the 
end of the line and the lone installation. 
Mr. Balch looked back along the pole line, 
then at the dreary, unpromising landscape, 
and finally said, “What’s this all about ?” 

Of course, I did my best to paint a 
glowing picture of what the future would 
bring us—the whole countryside dotted 
with prosperous little farms, each with its 
motor hooked to our lines. At last when 


we stood beside the motor Mr. Balch 
smiled and said: 
“This is a good investment. But for- 


tunately for you I am an optimist." 


OPTIMISM JUSTIFIED 

We were not long in justifying that 
optimism. "The Weed Patch of today has 
developed far beyond that vision of four- 
teen years ago. Nor were we long in 
justifying our extension to the Wasco dis- 
trict. Here the farmers were settling a 
fertile territory depending for irrigation 
entirely upon pumping with gasoline 
engines. 


BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT OFFICE OF SAN JOAQUIN POWER 


Google 


Apri, 1924 


Those who attended a certain well- 
remembered Chamber of Commerce ban- 
quet in Bakersfield will remember Mrs. 
B. W. Herman’s humorous but telling 
story of the hardships of the Wasco farm- 
ers in the days of gasoline engine operation. 

“We had faith,” she said, “and we were 
patriotic. But we were not getting re- 
sults. We reached the point where we 
were setting a very limited table indeed, 
having little to eat save what was grown 
on our own farms. But we still held our 
faith. And we had red beans, white beans 
and blue beans. ` We were still patriotic." 


BAKERSFIELD ENTHUSIASTIC 


Those were wonderful days in Bakers- 
field—days of hustle and bustle and enthu- 
siasm and accomplishment, with a loyal, 
earnest group of fellow employees who got 
just as much “kick” out of the work as I 
did. All of us felt that we had indeed 
been working well when in the Bakersfield 
Echo of June 11, 1913, there appared an 
editorial from which the following is a 
quotation : 

*Justice to the San Joaquin Light and 


Power Corporation requires the statement 
that of all the public service corporations 
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in Kern County, none has shown a greater 
desire to serve the public well, none has 
ben more liberal in the extension and im- 
provement of its service, and none has been 
any less grasping in its charges." 


THE REAL THRILL OF BUILDING 


I have been away from Bakersfield 
many years, save for visits there required 
by business, but I have never lost touch 
or interest in that territory. Those of us 
who were in Bakersfield when San Joaquin 
Power entered that section will never 
forget the real thrill of building for, and 
betting on, the future. 


'The town, the fields were rough-and- 
ready as was our own organization. It 
was a country of real people and a real 
country as time and development have 
proven. 


Kern county has hardly touched its 
timber resources, which total 787,000,000 
board feet. Only one saw mill has been 
operated recently in the mountains. 


Mineral products in Kern county this 
year are expected to have a total value of 


more than $70,000,000. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER HEADS OF BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT. 


Top row. (Left).—W. F. Tyler, Superintendent Bakersfield Gas Department. 


Supériniendent Bakersfield and Midway Steam Plants. 


low. (Left)—A. R. Theile, Assistant District Manager. 


(Right).—A. Y. Meudell, 
(Center)—D. L. Wishon, District Manager. 


(Right)—V. N. Mickelberry, Superintendent Bakersfield & Kern Railway. 
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HAS SUPERVISION OF LINES 
IN BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT 


The general super- 
vision of all lines and 
substations south of 
'Tulare county is un- 
der the direction of 
Harvey D. Nesbit. 
As superintendent of 
the Southern Division 
of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Cor- 
poration, Mr. Nesbit 
has charge of the serv- 
ice of the southern 
division, maintenance 
of voltage, condition 
of lines and eight sub- 
stations. 

Nesbit came to 
work with San Joa- 

Harvey D. Nesbit — quin Power in 1917 
as substation helper, at the end of a year 
going into the inspection department with 
headquarters at Merced. He was later 
placed in charge of all substations in the 
northern division with headquarters at 
Fresno from which position he was ad- 
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vanced in 1922 to superintendent of the 
southern division with headquarters at 


Bakersfield. 


MRS. C. B. JACKSON DIES 
FOLLOWING OPERATION 


Mrs. Ruby D. Jackson, wife of Charles 
B. Jackson, superintendent of the Fresno 
City Water Corporation, died May 15, at 
a local sanitarium where she was taken 
after becoming seriously ill. An operation 
was performed, but failed to save her life. 
Her home was at 1235 College Avenue. 

Mrs. Jackson, formerly Miss Ruby 
Caldwell, was 45 years of age and a native 
of Missouri. For the past ten years she 
has resided in Fresno, coming here with 
Mr. Jackson from Tulare county. Besides 
her husband, she leaves three daughters, 
Virginia Caldwell, Marie Louise and Ger- 
aldine Rose Jackson; her mother, Mrs. M. 
B. Caldwell and three sisters, Mrs. Tumy 
Byler, Mrs. A. T. Moorehead and Miss 
Eva Caldwell. 


Alfalfa leads in acreage in Kern county. 
Last year it was grown successfully on 


50,000 acres. 


Three year old prune orchard in Wasco District. 


Early fruits of high qua 
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ty have brought renown to Kern county. 


Bakersfield Steps Into the Spotlight 


Recent Industrial Survey Brings 


to Light the Importance of the 


Metropolis of Southern San Joaquin Valley. 


AKERSFIELD is the city that found 
itself by looking into a mirror. With 
calm deliberation, it made a study of 

its growth. And what it saw was a revela- 
tion. A complete industrial survey com- 
pleted just a few brief months ago 
brought to light many things worth know- 
ing, and worth telling the world. 


It discovered valuable assets that hadn't 
been realized; it found developed resources 
that hadn't been appreciated; it revealed 
marvelous possibilities for future develop- 
ment that made the claims of the most 
optimistic boosters seem too modest. 

Bakersfield had changed its clothes. 
It was no longer wearing knee trousers. 
It had grown into manhood. Gone were 
the days of a frontier seltlement where 
happy-go-lucky cowboys and miners tied 
their ponies to battered hitching posts, 
while cattle roamed the plains and grain 
farmers depended upon the kindly smiles 
of the Rain Goddess to keep the broad 
fields moist and the grass growing. Intc 
the pages of history had been written the 
period of the boom town when oil gushers 
blew the tops off towering derricks, spout- 
ing Black Gold over the landscape and 
bringing a rush of thousands of oil workers, 
prospectors and promoters. Bakersfield 
had left behind, but not forgotten, two 
romantic stages of growth, and emerged a 
modern city. Here, before the mirror, it 
stood in brand new togs of the latest cut. 
Here was a hustling, bustling city with 
wide paved streets and sidewalks, miles of 
shade trees and lawns, beautiful homes, 
roses in every yard, business structures of 
pleasing architecture, schools and churches 
of the type made famous by California, 
fully equipped playgrounds where Young 
America developed its muscles and lungs, 
municipal swimming and wading pools, one 
of the finest auto camp grounds in the 
West, golf courses, civic organizations and 
community centers, large public buildings 
for city and county business, women's clubs, 
libraries, fraternities with their own build- 
ings, two transcontinental railroads, elec- 
tric street railway system, factories, and 
six beautiful parks. 
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Here 30,000 men, women and children 
were living in a City of Homes and Roses 
—a wonderful combination for content- 
ment. The county seat of the third largest 
county in California had grown so fast the 
home folks were astonished. Their boy 
was wearing long trousers and taking his 
place in the front ranks of a busy business 
world. He was one of the pacemakers of 
the West. 

The completed industrial survey revealed 
that Bakersfield had become the industrial, 
commercial and social capital of a great 
Inland Empire. Diversified products had 
brought millions of dollars in wealth. From 
the rich back country had poured in money 
from fruit, dairy and grain farms, from 
mountain ranges, from desert mines, and 
from great oil and natural gas fields. More 
than two million dollars worth of new 
buildings were completed last year. More 
streets had been paved. Bank deposits had 
reached a total of more than $15,000,000. 
During the past twelve months, 50,000 
motorists had found hospitality in the city 
camp ground. And in one month alone, 
18 families fell in love with the City of 
Roses and announced they had found the 
End of the Rainbow. ‘They stayed to 
make their future home. And just a few 
weeks ago, a district with 2,000 inhabitants 
voted to become a part of this City of 
Inspiration. 

Bakersfield's taxable wealth is estimated 
at $27,000,000. Its government is being 
handled by a city manager and a city 
council. Tax rates are low, compared with 
other cities of the same size. The com- 
munity is very proud of its thirteen modern 
schools, its city hall and courthouse. In 
addition to the main county library in the 
courthouse, there are for booklovers the 
Beale Memorial Children's Library and the 
East Bakersfield Branch Library. 'The Hall 
of Records as a part of the civic center is 
an imposing structure. All the streets are 
wide and clean. In the center of Chester 
Avenue, the main thoroughfare, stands like 
a sentinel the famous clock tower, a mem- 
orial to Edward Fitzgerald Beale, a pioneer 
with a vision. 


PROGRESSIVE? 


C SEGA NUDO OA ENSE SUELEN 


= 

BS t B Public buildings, «+ 
| clubs, of handsome x 
P ing first impres 


364^. 


a 


| 
| 


———— 


лл» 


„MN 


County Cu 


T 


The streets of Bakeri 


Ši v^ Iv Es for a city destined to^ 
S | E. 3 = € А Joaquin Valley. Ти 
1 lined, straight 2: 


——— E T —— ———— á LS 


County Jail 


—- ——~-—- —— ——Á—ÉÁáÉ— ти 


7 С. н RU. сеч ые АЙН E 
a > tum De AL s P to ele om etm i ae e: Ф 


American 1,, 


On the left is Nineteenth Street, 
Bon dade. de = the main thoroughfare connecting 
— —————————— ë Bakersfield with East Bakersfield. 


Google 


NBAKERSFIELD ff——— ee 


churches, homes, and į | 
Architecture give pleas- ; 
tusions of the city. 


City Hall 


SSE CANET = PTT ГРАТА СЛАМ, 


ourt House 


D TENERO 


[ЖТ ВКТ 
nib. 


„rsfield were fashioned 
: be Queen of the San 
‘hey are broad, tree- 
and well paved. 


АУРУДА 


a = -— — —————————————Q > 


High School Gymnasium 


. Legion Hall 


Chester Avenue, on the right, is 
the state highavay and main north 
and south street through the city. 


os» Google 


mA SU E DI MATERIE a T ETE 


PROGRESSIVE? 


Public buildings, a 
clubs, of handsome «— 


ing first impress 


DPR? ALTO ASA a pee эр 
| 


S AAR FEET ITT a nm 


Хе 


County Cur 


The streets of Bakeri 
for a city destined tote 
Joaquin Valley. The: 

lined, straight 2м 


x T 
— - BONSE 


County Jail 


EGRE 


j T Ris - ry raus ESAE 


TX 


American |,, 


On the left is Nineteenth Street, 
the main thoroughfare connecting 
Bakersfield with East Bakersfield. 


Go: gle INIVERSITY OF CALIFORN 


i) BAKERSFIELD 


hurches, homes, and 
*"architecture give pleas- 
?"sions of the city. 


| 
ourt House | 1 


«rsfield were fashioned 3 
+ be Queen of the San 
Whey are broad, tree- 
j:and well paved. 


o" 
Ў ne 


SSS ee Ss зс Am m—— SX IE 
‘ БЯ | } a 

Zi High School Gymnasium 

E 


4 

_ Legion Hall 4 
Chester Avenue, on the right, is A | s А SEIS NE 4 

the state highway and main north х 7 


and south street through the city. Au: eS E i XXE DT 


s» Google NEN 


18 


AL C. Joy - - - Editor and Manager 
$үрмкү W. GREEN - - Associate Editor 


Subscription 
Single Copies- - - - - - - - 


Vor. VI April, 1924 


BAKERSFIELD 


This issue of San Joaquin Power Maga- 
zine is devoted chiefly to the Bakersfield 
district. The purpose is to give our folks 
an idea of the importance of this unit of 
our system. If you read so as to get the 
big picture, you will understand one reason 
for our tremendous faith in San Joaquin 
Power’s future. For Bakersfield, yester- 
day merely a cattle town, today the center 
of the oil industry and rapidly forging 
ahead as the center of a great diversified 
farming territory, is in the very infancy of 
development. Thousands of acres of raw 
land, unsurpassed in fertility, lie here, 
waiting the coming of the plow. Further- 
more Bakersfield—and this means not 
alone the city but the district, which 
includes many towns and cities—has a com- 
munity spirit that is speeding it along to 
its manifest destiny. 

San Joaquin Light and Power has a fine 
organization in Bakersfield. We are proud 
of District Manager D. L. Wishon and all 
those who work with him. "They have the 
confidence and respect of the community, 
won by constant striving to make our 
service more efficient and more satisfactory. 

Bakersfield is but one of thirteen dis- 
tricts on our system. A survey of any one 
of them cannot fail to impress with Central 
California's promise of opportunity or 
inspire with faith in its future. The story 
of each district will be told in subsequent 
issues. 
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LOS ANGELES BONDS LOSE 

The citizens of Los Angeles have once 
again refused to vote bonds for the munici-- 
pal power project. They rejected a pro- 
posed issue of $35,000,000 last year. This 
year the Municipal Bureau of Power and 
Light was more modest, asking for but 
$21,000,000. Bonds were simultaneously 
proposed for police and fire department 
necessities, for water system extensions, for 
garbage disposal, for bridge building. All 
these issues carried overwhelmingly; but 
not one cent was made available for the 
municipal power project, which after four- 
teen years of operation has failed to win 
public confidence or to demonstrate that it 
is a successful experiment. 

Public ownership as a phrase has a fine, 
rolling, sonorous lilt. It is easily said. It 
makes an excellent campaign slogan for the 
demagogue who is paradoxically unsound 
and nothing but sound. But the public 
utility, publicly or privately owned, is after 
all a business, and must be operated on 
business principles. After the politician and 
the theorist have let off their loud blasts 
of steam, somebody has to run power 
plants, and climb poles, and keep books, and 
collect bills—in other words, to give the 
service which is the utility's function. 

Our people have begun to understand 
that the utility s value must be measured 
by the service it renders. And Los Angeles 
has learned that it is getting no better 
service than when its power was served by 
a private company, and that it is actually 
paying higher rates. It has learned, too, 
that the frequently-repeated claim that Los 
Angeles’ recent great industrial develop- 
ment was due to cheap municipal power is 
veriest bunk, as 85 per cent of this develop- 
ment is in territory outside the municipality 
and served by private companies. It has 
learned furthermore that rates charged by 
these private companies average as low as 
those charged by the Municipal Bureau of 
Power and Light and on some schedules 
are actually lower, and this in the face of 
the fact that the private companies pay a 
10 per cent tax on gross revenue which the 
citys own system does not have to pay. 
'The natural question is, "How come?" 

In final analysis of his complexes, the 
average citizen has little patience with 
public ownership as a mere policy. He 
wants the lowest possible rate compatible 
with efficient service, and he fails to see 
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where the particular type of ownership is 
of consequence. But what he does see, 
because it is constantly thrust upon his 
attention, is that the man whose business 
is politics thinks of all business in political 
terms, and is unfitted by temperament or 
training to run a power system or any other 
utility. The private company thinks in 
terms of its particular business, it knows 
that business, and it strives only to improve 
it and make it more efficient. And between 
the regulated utility privately owned and 
supervised by trained engineers, and the 
unregulated utility publicly owned and 
supervised by trained politicians, there 
should be but one choice. The generating 
and distributing of electric power is a busi- 
ness; and it should not be a mere cog of a 
political machine. 


FOREST PROTECTION 


The summer season is at hand and the 
tourists are starting for the high moun- 
tains. It is to be hoped that the lessons of 
Forest Protection Week, recently nationally 
observed, will not be forgotten. Forest 
fires exact a toll every year that is nothing 
short of appalling. They number about 
36,000 annually, and do about $11,000,000 
worth of damage. 

The great majority of these fires are 
caused by human carelessness. The camper 
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forgets to put out his fire, or throws away 
a half-consumd and still burning cigarette, 
or drops a match without making sure it is 
out. Of course, he is sorry afterward, if 
he ever learns of his responsibility; but 
being sorroy doesn’t repair the damage. 

Far-seeing men and women are striving 
for conservation of our woodlands, for tim- 
bering methods that will protect young 
trees, for reforestation of logged-off areas. 
One thoughtless camper can start a fire 
that will destroy more timber than they 
can hope to save in years of effort. 

Forest Protection should be a program 
of every week. And every person who 
loves the forests—whether because they are 
beautiful and appeal to him as nature's 
grandest gift or because they can be cut 
up into boards with which cities are built— 
should be a Forest Protectionist. 


TAFT 


Next month the Taft district will be 
given the limelight of San Joaquin Power 
Magazine pages. District Manager Oscar 
Kommers has some interesting stories of 
the oil center ready for our staff of repor- 
ters. The oil fields of the San Joaquin 
Valley are operating again, and their 
treasure of black gold is adding an amazing 
total to Interior California's great wealth. 
Watch for our special Taft issue. 


“OLD POTS FOR NEW." 
More than 1000 new percolators are perking coffee each morning in homes in the Fresno and Bakersfield 


Districts as a result of a recent sales campaign carried on by the Valley Electrical Supply Company. 


A fine 


new percolator was offered at $5.75, but if you brought in an old coffee pot, $1.00 was allowed on the purchase 
price making $4.75 net cost. "The proposition appealed to more than 1000 customers of San Joaquin Power 
during the two weeks of the campaign. More than 700 old coffee pots are shown in the picture. 
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Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers? Reporls and District 
Reporters’ Notes. 


BAKERSFIELD 
J. A. Ware, Reporter. 


AMONG OURSELVES 


Vyvian Haeffner and Chloris Bender attended 
the weddings of their respective sisters who 
became brides during the past month. They 
are getting all the pointers they can along that 
line. We don’t blame them for wanting to do it 
right. 

Once again Thelma Smith spent a week-end 
in Los Angeles. We are at loss to understand 
the motive of these frequent short visits. 

H. Brandin of the General Office Supplies 
Division was in the Bakersfield District during 
May superintending the annual inventory work. 
He was a special guest at the Saturday after- 
noon tea party given by A. K. Carson in the 
salesroom. He seemed to enjoy the tea—and the 
girls, very much. 

There was much alarm a few weeks ago 
when rumor had it that the Gas Department 
might be put under quarantine just because Bill 
Tyler was ill at home. Next to contract the 
same illness in Bill’s office were Ernie Rosen- 


burg and T. M. Lee. It was rumored that a 
“Protective Quarantine” sign was to be hung 
about the Gang's premises, but we hope the 
rumor is unfounded. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund S. Baldwin passed 
the first week in May enjoying the scenic 
grandeur of the Yosemite Valley. They were 
guests at Camp Curry. 

Bakersfield has the most gorgeous flowers in 
the valley. We know, because Eva Smith 
brightens up the office each day with a new 
color scheme of lovely blossoms from her gar- 
den at the Bald Eagle Lease. 

We have a new gaily painted sign outside 
the building at the 20th Street entrance. In 
bold letters it announces: “Parking limit 40 
minutes.” As there are no elevator doors or 
taxi stands at this particular entrance we must 
blame the new ruling on the number of 
strange (?) cars that usher our fair ones to 
and from work during the rush hours of 8, 12, 
and 5 o'clock. To be certain of the ones at 


fault, the girls have appointed Ruby Sylvester 
to appear before the City Council at their next 
meeting. 


BAKERSFIELD OFFICE GIRLS. 
Top row (left to right)—Violet Chidgey, Eva Smith, Katherine Taylor, Nena Hoagland, Ethel Bickerdike, 


Vyvian Haeffner. 
Bender. 


Second Row:—Anna De Courcy, Theresa Kelly, Thelma Smith, Josephine Ponton, 
Third Row:—Helen Bumgardner, Bess Johnston, Lorena Love, Alberta Leach, Ruby Sylvester. 


Chloris 
Fourth 


Row:—Mildred Benfield, Georgia Stroble, De Nize Lohman, Jeanette Marvin, Evelyn Riggs, Ella Binger. 
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Ernie Rosenburg is 
the recent purchaser 
of a Ford and seems 
to enjoy all the pleas- 
ures a-forded by his 
new "raceabout." 

Chloris Bender 
won the dollar prize 
offered by A. K. Car- 
son to the employee 
bringing the hardest- 
looking coffee pot in the recent percolator sale. 
Chloris resurrected a moth-eaten heirloom that 
we all wager belonged to her great grand- 
mother's grandma, although we have not learned 
its history. Chloris is wearing a brand-new 
marcel that cost one kopek. 

E. C. Richards has been transferred from the 
salesroom to our McKittrick substation. 

R. J. Tilson recently spent a week-end in Los 
Angeles visiting his family and incidentally 
amusing his small son “Bobbie”, who is confined 
to his bed with the measles. We are in hopes 
that *Daddy" doesn't contract the disease, as 
we don't believe he ever has had 'em. 

BIRTHS 

On Sunday morning, April 
27, a 7V5-lb. boy was left at 
the home of Morris Lee of 
the Bakersfield Gas Depart- 
ment. 

G. J. Sturns of the Bakers- 
field Gas Department an- 
nounces the arrival of a 
7-lb. son on Wednesday, 
April 30. 

Jack Martin, meter man, 
is the proud father of a son 
that Mr. Stork left at his 
home on Tuesday, April 29. 


WITH THE BAKERSFIELD STREET CAR BOYS 


A. Cuzen, superintendent of the Paint Depart- 
ment of the San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration, is with us again after an absence of 
one year. By the magic of his brush, he is mak- 
ing all of the equipment look new again. J. J. 
Wilt recently arrived from Fresno to assist him. 
To date, three cars, two busses and the district 
manager's car have passed through the shop. 

Railway manufacturers’ and supply agents, 
particularly those who have not visited us 
within the last two years, and are again making 
their calls, are having some difficulty locating 
the car barn and railway offices. due to the 
changed appearance of the property. The 
work of finishing the grade, planting shrub- 
bery and flowers, has so improved the appear- 
ance of the property that these gentlemen can- 
not be justly censured for not finding us 
immediately. 

An 18-passenger White bus has been ordered 
and the chassis delivered at Fresno. The body, 
being built by Larsen-Korg Co., of Fresno, will 
conform to the standard now rendering satisfac- 
tory service to the patrons of the company in 
this city. 

The Bakersfield Fire Department recently 
spent their drill period at our car barns, gather- 
ing information and staging a demonstration of 
lifting a car and trucks, so that in case of 
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accident a person could be taken from under 
them. Under the direction of Assistant Chief 
Roy Hamblin, the department has been taking 
up efficiency drills, rescue and first aid work, 
and in this way is developing into one of the 
best fire departments in the state. An emer- 
gency ambulance service also has been added 
to the equipment. 

A. (Pop) Griggs, congenial car operator on 
the 19th Street Line, had the misfortune to turn 
over in his Stevens touring car in the ditch 
along the Taft Highway about a month ago. 
"Pop," with his usual good luck, came out with- 
out a scratch, but a friend who was with him 
suffered slight injuries that put him in the hos- 
pital for a few days. Griggs is such a strong 
disciple of the “Safety First" idea that it was 
difficult to understand how this accident 
occurred, but investigation revealed the fact 
that it was a choice between a collision and the 
ditch, and "Pop" took the ditch. 


WASCO 

J. F. Henry of the Globe Oil Mills at Blythe, 
California, has signed up for a 15-horsepower 
plant on his Semitropic cotton ranch. Mr. 
Henry spent considerable time and money here 
in 1922 when the cotton industry proved a fail- 
ure and he now hopes to regain some of his 
previous losses. 

H. D. Nesbit, superintendent of the Southern 
Division, was out from the Bakersfield office 
twice this month which causes us to believe that 
Harvey thinks we are either all right or all 
wrong. 

The Universal Oil Company is laying the 
foundation for a 75-horsepower pumping plant 
to pump water from their Semitropic well to 
Lost Hills. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. McCausland have moved 
into their new residence in the Alimo subdivis- 
ion and are now comfortably surrounded by a 
complete electrical equipment including a 
5-kilowatt HPH range, 5-kilowatt Edison water 
heater, besides numerous attachment plugs for 
percolator, toaster, sweeper, etc. 

An unfortunate accident Friday evening, May 
2, resulted in the instant death of Walter 
Duehren of Shafter at the Hagop Takvorian 
place one mile south of Wasco. W. B. Simpson 
was moving his well rig away from the well 
where he had been working and the top of the 
rig came in contact with the 11,000 volt line 
causing a short which burned the line off, letting 
it drop on Mr. Duehrens' Ford car, directly 
underneath, and which he was endeavoring to 
crank preparatory to getting it out of the way, 
heedless to the several warnings shouted to him 
by the other men. 

Clay Gilbreath, owner of the Wasco Planing 
Mill has been turning out satisfactory work and 
as a result his business has increased to the 
extent that he was forced to rearrange his 
entire plant and service. Formerly requiring a 
single 5-horsepower motor, Clay has added 
equipment until at the present time he has sev- 
eral motors totaling 33 horsepower, and busi- 
ness is still growing. 

J. E. Hoyt has installed a 5-horsepower pump- 
ing plant on his ranch one mile north of town 
to be used in irrigating his field of cotton. 
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BAKERSFIELD APPLIANCE SALES ROOM 
This department has been refinished and the interior remodeled into an attractive electrical shop 


where the latest in electrical appliances are being shown. 


Clynn Mann, son of A. P. Mann, manager 
of the Wasco office, was operated on Friday, 
May 9, for appendicitis which has been troub- 
ling him for two or three days. He stood the 
operation fine and will soon be back at school. 

Fred Doyle of the heavy gang says the secret 
of digging post holes lies in the bottom of the 
hole. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


The Friday night dances will be resumed 
again on May 2, after a few weeks’ suspension. 

A business meeting of the various committees 
sponsoring our social affairs was held recently. 
Mrs. E. E. Green was elected general chairman 
and Mrs. Clinton Crawford will serve as secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Pearson of the Button- 
willow S. P. Station entertained at several 
informal dances this month. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. Chalmers are leaving our 
sunny climate for the cool breezes of Winnipeg. 
Chalmers, who has been an operator here, is 
succeeded by Irwin Bushman, who comes back 
from Betteravia to his old position at Midway. 

A farewell party was given the Chalmers 
family on Monday, April 28. Progressive games 
were enjoyed and ice cream and cake were 
served. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 


PauL B. Wilson, District Manager 


While business conditions in Fresno district 
have been sagging for several months due to 
depressed prices for agricultural products and 
reaction from the epidemic in stock raising in 
neighboring districts, yet a fact that is en- 
couraging at this time are the large balances in 
savings accounts in Fresno banks. On May 1 it 
was stated that eighteen million dollars was in 
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savings acounts to the credit of Fresno city and 
county depositors. 

While signs of an immediate recovery in busi- 
ness are not yet in evidence, it is cheering to 
know that the first indications of a return to 
normalcy will be met by an abundance of ready 
capital to finance the operations. 

During the month of April, 130 new lighting 
consumers were added to the lines, and seven 
heating, cooking and lighting, requiring a con- 
nected capacity of 57.30 KW. Thirteen new 
industrial power plants representing a connected 
load of 43.50 KW. were added during the 
month while 16 agricultural power consumers 
unig 192 horsepower were connected to the 
ines. 


TAFT 
A. L. ANDERSON, Reporter. 


At the last regular 
meeting of the Mid- 
way Power Club held 
on Tuesday, April 22, 
it was decided to keep 
Taft District fully rep- 
resented in the com- 
pany magazine. After 
many months of not 
having had any news 
from the Taft District 
we suppose that the 
other districts think 
we are dead. However we are very much 
alive and we are going to do our utmost in 
sending in news of interest. 

A very good attendance was present at this 
meeting and the matter of the Mutual Benefit 
Fund was taken up. We are glad to say that 
twenty-seven members have already signed up 
and we are expecting to sign up the balance of 


APRIL, 1924 


the permanent employees before this month is 


over. There are thirty-eight employees in this 
district now, including the three substation 
operators. 


From time to time we receive invitations from 
the Fresno Power Club. We are all very 
anxious to visit Fresno and get acquainted with 
the bunch but for some reason or another we 
never receive the invitations until the day that 
the doings come off, and that makes it rather 
hard for us to get away. We would suggest 
that if there is any more invitations forthcoming 
that Fresno will send them in plenty of time in 
order that we may make arrangements to attend. 
(We hope the secretary of the Fresno Power 
Club reads this.) 

Eddy Ingersoll and C. Bickerdike (King Tut) 
were visitors at the Fresno office last week and 
wish to express their apprceiation for the man- 
ner in which they were entertained. We be- 
lieve that the Fresno bunch are pretty good 
entertainers and all of us are anxious to visit 
the new building and meet the gang. 

A big feed and social evening are planned for 
the gang sometime this month. The committee 
appointed to handle the affair consists of O. A. 
Kommers, Miss Keane and A. L. Anderson. 
Mr. Kommers promised to get the Women's 
Improvement Club Hall and also arrange for the 
big feed. This promises to be one night of real 
enjoyment. Mr. Kommers is quite capable of 
putting things over big and anybody who knows 
Oscar knows that he will do it too. Miss Keane, 
a new arrival to the San Joaquin family, will 
also assist with the entertainment. 

Bert Walford, inspector for the Southern 
Division, was a visitor at Taft on his regular 
inspection tour. 
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Frank Suters and John Ryan of the accounting de- 
partment, who have been spending a few days at Taft. 
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Four tanks of oil valued at approximately half a mil- 
lion dollars were burned on the General Petroleum tank 


farm at Taft. 
four days. 


The fire started April 28 and burned 

A. M. Frost, H. N. Carroll and J. B. Carter 
from the Fresno office were here during May 
making a survey of new business in the Taft 
District. 

K. Stevens from Lee Duncan's office is here 
checking over line locations, etc. | 

Newell Vernon Walker,-a new member of 
our happy family of employees, joined us in 
January. He is in charge of the Consumers' 
Department and making good. Newell certainly 
possesses a winning way with the ladies. (Won- 
der if he will tell us how he gets away with it.) 

'The snap shot of the oil fire we are sending 
you shows two fifty-five-thousand-barrel oil 
tanks on fire at the General Petroleum Tank 
Farm near Taft, April 28. Fire started and 
burned for several days destroying four fifty- 
five-thousand-barrel tanks and a great quantity 
of light oil. The approximate loss was between 
four hundred thousand and five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. No damage was done to San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation equipment. 


BALCH CAMP 
Dick Down, Reporter. 

After several months of inactivity, work on 
the road to Lake Wishon Dam Site has opened 
up. Many of the men who were on the job 
when it closed last December are back. Fred 
Signet is running the steam shovel. “Shorty” 
Weilman is on the head end with his jack ham- 
mer sextet. Jimmy Welch is chief of the 
powder gang while George Cook handles the 
air and water lines. 

Charles Price has a party on the Middle Fork 
of the Kings River studying the topography. 
With him are M. D. Mortland and Walter 
Millsap. 

C. B. Ellis, rodman on the road survey, 
opened the rattlesnake season April 20. Since 
then he has added three more *buzz worms" to 
his list. Ellis, it will be recalled by those fami- 
liar with Upper Kings River work the last few 
years, is the chap who took the 148-foot drop 
near Teakettle Creek. This spot will be marked 
by the Ellis Gorge bridge. 

Mrs. R. L. Bryant was the guest of honor at 
a birthday party given at Balch Camp Saturday 
evening, April 19. Dancing, Mah Jongg and 
cards made up the evening's entertainment. 
Those present were Messrs. and Mesdames 
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Bryant, Fred Signet, Marion Haley, Lorrain 
Goodin and daughter, Charles E. Fox, Dick 
Down, Miss Katherine Howard, Mrs. U. J. 
Smith, A. P. Dean and B. S. Keller. 

Mrs. H. K. Fox entertained at her Balch 
Camp home the afternoon of April 28. There 
were two tables of Mah Jongg. Refreshments 
were served. 'Those present were: Mesdames 
C. E. Fox, Marion Haley, Fred Signet, N. J. 
Smith, Dick Down, R. L. Bryant and Miss 
Katherine Howard. 


SANTA MARIA 


R. CAMPBELL, Reforter 

: Well, here we are 
again—we may have 
been gone, but hope 
we were not forgot- 
ten. By no means 
have we been asleep 
over here. Owing 
to several changes 
made in the office 
force during the past 
two months, our con- 
tributions to the magazine have been rather 
few and far between, but we hope this won't 
be the case in the future. 

A. E. Ford, formerly chief clerk, has been 
promoted to salesman; V. F. Alexander, for- 
merly consumers’ clerk, has been promoted to 
chief clerk, and Catherine Todd, formerly 
stenographer, is now consumers’ clerk. Ruth 
Campbell has accepted the position as steno- 
grapher, and H. A. Meagher is our new store- 
keeper, so you see, we have been “doing things” 
here. 

On Monday evening, April 14, the whole 
force assembled at the plant for a “weenie 
bake” and talk about eats—there was every- 
thing from soup to nuts (all except the soup). 
We had a real chef, too, white cap n’ every- 
thing, to superintend the “kitchen.” Just ask 
“Fess” about it—he knows. Everyone reported 
a good time and we hope this is just the first of 
a series of such affairs during the summer. 

At a recent club meeting, F. E. Howell was 
elected chairman of the Mutual Benefit Plan. 

We all belong to the Smiles Club now, and 
even our telephones are wearing smiles on 
their faces. Queer how quickly the “Smiles” 
epidemic spreads, isn't it? 

E. A. Quinn and J. M. Buswell were visitors 
at our office several days during April. 

L. L. Wilcox and Mrs. Mabel M. Ritter of 
the Valley Electrical Supply Company, Fresno, 
conducted a range demonstration in Santa 
Maria recently. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO AND PASO 


ROBLES 
L. M. RicHrrTI, Reporter. 
*Dad" Platt, San Luis Obispo substation 


operator, called on the office force on one of his 
rare times off and left a supplv of candy, gum 
and cigars. "Dad" very seldom gets a chance 
to come to town, but when he does, he never 
forgets that the office force is always hungry, 
and that the boys enjoy a good smoke. 

Miss Maymie Hanrahan, former consumers’ 
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clerk, paid us a visit the latter part of April. 
It seemed like old times. 

J. A. McWilliams of the Valley Electrical 
Supply Co. was a recent visitor in this district, 
getting the salesmen lined up on the range sales 
campaign. With all the diamonds that are 
flashing in this office, there is a good oppor- 
tunity for a little sales work right here. We 
wonder what kind of a range Miss Edna Bray, 
cashier, intends using when she changes her 
name to Mrs. George Mercer in August. We 
think an electric range would be awfully nice 
for one’s disposition in the hot month of August. 

Lee Wilcox has been made range salesman 
in the San Luis Obispo district. 

Murray Morgan, meter tester, put one over 
on the rest of us when he quietly married Miss 
Mildred Gibson of San Luis Obispo, April 5. 

On Tuesday, April 8, the Power Club met at 
the Civic Auditorium for their regular meeting. 
The regular business was transacted and a very 
effective lecture given the club members by 
President Martin on the subject of unpaid dues. 
It brought the members up to the desk and 
added some $35 to the treasury. But a word 
in defense of the club members in explanation 
of the two months’ delinquency. About a month 
ago the secretary absconded, leaving the records 
somewhat mussed up, but unlike most abscond- 
ing officers he left the money behind. The 
books were in bad shape, and it was not until 
the last meeting that the disorder was straight- 
ened out. During the evening fourteen members 
were initiated. We are very glad to have these 
additional live wires in the club. One of the 
notable events of the evening was the presence 
of Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Olden. This is the first 
time in months that they have been present. 
We hope they will keep up the good work. 
President Martin set a very good example when 
he rode 60 miles to attend the meeting. Three 
cheers for Andy. And three more for Harry 
Sellers who came along with Andy. Refresh- 
ments were served at midnight. 


LOS BANOS 
E. A. TRANT, Reporter. 


L. E. Flinn, chief clerk, and E. J. Prien, store- 
keepėr, were in Fresno on business during the 
month. 

Hugh Staley, line foreman, and family spent 
Sunday, April 27, in Selma where they have 
many friends. 

F. V. Boller, assistant manager of the Com- 
mercial Department, was a visitor in this dis- 
trict during the month of March, but due to an 
oversight was not mentioned in our news items. 

M. E. Newlin, manager of Commercial 
Department, was in Los Banos on April 29, 
explaining the new rates and extension rules. 
We have now a clear understanding of same. 
It has been some time since Mr. Newlin was in 
Los Banos and he was surprised to notice such 
a large number of new buildings in the town. 
We trust he will be with us again in the very 
near future, as we enjoy his visits. 

J. A. Ellis, truck driver, spent Easter Sunday 
in Fresno, while L. E. Flinn and family, and 
Lola McDougall, consumers’ clerk, spent Easter 
Sunday with their folks at Santa Cruz. 
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W. R. Dillinger of the Inspection Depart- 
ment was with us one day during April. 

O. I. Burdick and R. V. Jones, meter testers, 
have finished testing the meters in Los Banos. 
They are now stationed at Gustine. 

O. M. Patten, district foreman, O. I. Burdick 
and R. V. Jones, meter testers, attended the 
dance at Fresno given by the Fresno Power 
Club. All reported having had a good time. 


MADERA 
Mary DeCuaine, Reporter. 


We have a lurking suspicion that an oil well 
or a gold mine has been discovered somewhere 
because three new cars—all of ’em mean-look- 
ing models—have made their appearance this 
last month and before many weeks roll by, 
another one will be running around with the 
rest. Donald Houston always did have a lean- 
ing towards speed and he claims his little Ford 
“bug” is chuck full of it. We don’t know about 
that but we do know that its main decorations 
are its bright green color and a certain bobbed 
haired young lady. Ronald Taylor and Andy 
Ludwig are running around loose in a Stude- 
baker (some of us haven't seen it yet but we've 
heard enough about it) while Bill Jones is 
doing the same thing in a Star coupe. 

The Kilowatt Klub held its regular monthly 
meeting on April 3, with Ben Catching, vice- 
president, presiding. George Dwyer, A. E. 
White, G. R. Koenig and Ed Scott were the 
entertainers for the evening. Donald Houston 
and his "trick" watch were also featured. 

We haven't broken any mirrors, nor walked 
under any ladders and yet our casualty list is 
about a mile long. E. D. Shields of our Chow- 
chilla office looking very artistic in one good 
shoe and a highly decorative bedroom slipper, 
visited our office on April 28. We didn't have 
time to find out what was the matter with his 
foot. (Maybe he lost his other shoe.) Milly 
Gordon, the second victim, burned her arm 
while making some sort of a fancy doo-flop and 
J. E. Barrett and Bob DeChaine both have sore 
fingers. The blame can be laid on baseball in 
Mr. Barrett's case. Edna Lewis has had so 
many accidents that it is suggested she be put 
in a glass case. She has three sore fingers, a 
weak ankle and in addition stubbed her foot 
painfully on an impertinent door-step. George 
Dwyer, while making a picture frame, cut a 
deep gash on his hand. However, we are all 
optimistic about it and believe it's all for the 
best. 

On April 28, a meeting was called in the 
office to discuss the new extension rule. We 
were lucky in having M. E. Newlin and F. V. 
Boller with us to explain the rule. Mr. Newlin 
made his explanations very interesting by illus- 
trations on a small blackboard. 

G. R. Koenig, our orator, has installed a new 
electric range in his home. He wired the house 
himself and has good reason to be proud of the 
job. 

Fresno District is to be congratulated on her 
successful social activities. Everybody had a 
good time, according to the following who 
attended the first dance given in the new build- 
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ing on April 15: Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Mulkey, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Catching, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
H. Passehl, Ralph Shupe, Robert DeChaine and 
Jerry Thede. 

Woe to any hoof and mouth germ that may 
get into our yard! W. C. Cox would speedily 
put it out of its misery. Mr. Cox for the last 
month has been disinfecting machines and 
apparatus before they leave the yard and seems 
to enjoy murdering germs, if there are any. 

(The following item was contributed by a 
member of God’s Chosen Few Baseball Team. 
Name is not to be divulged because he is afraid 
of Ross Crawford.) 

“On April 11, the White Collar Brigade took 
upon itself the gigantic task of teaching God’s 
Chosen Few (the operating department's team) 
the art of playing the national pastime. Dusty 
Nails, in other words, Ross Crawford, the south 
paw heaver of the White Collars, was bragging 
before the game about how he was going to 
make the Chosen Few eat out of his hand. And 
they did eat out of it! They ate everything 
that he put anywhere near the plate so that at 
the end of the second inning when he was given 
the hooks, the score stood 13 to 1. The final 
score stood 14 to 2 in favor of the Chosen Few.” 

During the last month, there has been a notice- 
able increase in K. W. H. consumed by eleven 
employees of this office and the reason for this 
is that eleven new, shiny percolators have been 
installed in their respective homes. This happy 
event was partly made possible by the myster- 
ious appearance on April 25 of some fifteen 
battered coffee pots, which were tagged, labeled 
and made ready for shipping to the Valley 
Electrical Supply Company. 

Born—On May 3, a full fledged baseball team 
to be known as Madera Power Club Baseball 
Team. George Footman was elected manager 
and Bob DeChaine, captain. With these two 
peppy leaders and a first class baseball team, 
Madera District will undoubtedly “cop” the 
inter-district series. Just glance over the names 
of the members of our team and see if we know 
what we're talking about: B. H. Catching, 1b.; 
D. R. DeChaine, c.; G. V. Footman, ss.; W. L. 
Harris, lf.; Paul Hollister, utility man; F. J. 
Hosler, rf.; John Lucckise, 2b.; J. D. Moore, 
center field; Earl McCrory, p.; J. E. Scott, 3b. 
and p.; Ralph Smith, utility man, and E. D. 
Shields, utility man. 

The Madera Kilowatt Klub wishes to extend 
its deepest sympathy to J. W. Jones and the 
members of his family for the loss of his brother 
on May 3, 1924. 

Note: Rumors are afloat that Fresno’s second 
hand stores have done a rushing business in 
used coffee pots but we're not saying that the 
above ones came from Fresno. 

The marriage of Miss Bertha Wood, 20, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Wood of Ber- 
enda, and Maurice Thede, 21. both of Madera, 
took place Saturday, May 3, in San Francisco. 
Mrs. Thede has been employed for several years 
in the power company offices in Madera, and 
recently was with the Valley Electrical Supply 
Company, while her husband, the son of Mrs. 
Amy Thede of Madera, is attending the Uni- 
versity of California. The young couple have 
not made definite plans as to their residence. 
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J. E. BARRETT, District Manager 

The month of April was far from what was 
anticipated in many particulars. 'The greater 
part of the slump may be traced to hysteria in 
connection with the epizootic among live 
stock. An optomistic feeling was evident 
just prior to the outbreak of the epidemic as a 
result of the long delayed rains. A preceptible 
drop in applications for farm pumping installa- 
tions also accompanied the rainfall, as many 
ranchers believed the electric plant would not 
be needed and cancelled their applications. 
Very little new business is being signed on ac- 
count of quarantine restrictions making calls on 
prospects inadvisable at this time. 

During April 75 new lighting consumers were 
added to the lines and one combination heating, 
cooking and lighting consumer. Seventeen agri- 
cultural power consumers using 200 horsepower 
and one industrial power consumer were added 
to the lines during April. 

Applications from 10 prospective new agri- 
cultural power plants of increase in present 
installations totaling 83 horsepower were re- 
ceived during the month. 

One of the largest consumers in the Madera 
district, the McGilvary Rock Quarry at Ray- 
mond, report contracts ahead to keep them busy 
for three years. 'They are working about 350 
men. 

Many inquiries have been received through 
the Madera Chamber of Commerce during the 
past several months regarding the mineral re- 
sources of the county. It is expected that within 
the next year considerable mining activity will 
result especially in low grade gold ores that can 
be profitably treated by means of electricity and 
modern mining machinery. 


MERCED 


LutLLA F. Hays, Reporter. 


The yards at the construction office are being 
made very attractive. The lawn around the 
new gas holder is already up and ivy vines 
have been planted at the back of the lawn 
which will add much to the appearance of the 
place as well as conceal the pole yards from 
the view of the street. 

The Merced 


Power Club is get- 
ting material for a 
baseball team. Of- 
ficial practices 
have started and 
several small acci- 
dents have been re- 
ported, along with 
tired and achy mus- 
cles, but we expect 
to have a team in shape before long. 

Mrs. Frank Garbarino, wife of our Living- 
ston trouble shooter, successfully underwent an 
operation at the Mercy Hospital in Merced, 
April 17. She is now well on the road to recov- 
ery. 

Clinton and Glenn Casad, sons of R. Casad, 
district manager, narrowly escaped serious in- 
jury on Saturday, April 26, when the Stude- 
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baker car they were drving was struck by a 
Ford. The big car was turned completely over 
and the boys pinned underneath but fortunately 
were not seriously hurt. Clinton escaped with a 
broken finger while Glenn suffered a broken 
collar bone. 

We note that every month the various dis- 
tricts on the system faithfully report each new 
bobbed head that appears and that the one 
remaining “crowning glory” in the Paso Robles 
office is severely arraigned for keeping her 
tresses. Perhaps we are extremely Mid-Victor- 
ian but Merced shamelessly reports not one 
bobbed head on the force. 

The Merced Power Club held a meeting on 
Tuesday evening, April 22, which boasted 100 
per cent attendance. Alvin Ivers, line gang 
foreman, was elected president and C. C. Gaiser 
of the main office, vice-president of our club. 
Business completed, the meeting was turned over 
to Mr. Bransford and his first aid team. The 
boys take a great deal of interest in this work 
and from the appearance of things they make 
very capable nurses. 

We were very sorry not to attend the official 
opening of the auditorium at Fresno as we had 
some doubts as to whether our dancing slippers 
would be presentable after wading through sev- 
eral dipping stations on the way. The second 
party given by the Fresno Power Club, how- 
ever, brought out a machine load despite the 
quarantine regulations. The party was well 
and dignity. 


DINUBA 
BLANCHE WeEDDLE, Reporter. 


Howard Homer Young, embryo politician 
from Selma, was a visitor in Dinuba the 3rd of 
April. Mr. Young came in the interest of the 
clean-up campaign. We wonder if it wasn't 
some of our cooking school products that he 
wanted to clean up. It is rumored that Howard, 
after having attained an enviable position in 
the field of tennis, has forsaken this sport for 
the ancient and honorable game of meadow 
billiards. We feel with Mr. Young that this 
sport is more in keeping with his age, position 
and dignity. 


Power Salesman Jack Hammond (left), Harry Car- 
roll of the Main Office Power Sales Department (cen- 
ter), and District Manager Hazen G. Redfern go into 


session over Dinuba District prospective business. 
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W. E. Whittington, manager of the Coalinga 
District, was a visitor in the Dinuba office on 
April 19. 

The evening of April 15, the following 
Dinuba employees and their friends attended 
the first dance given in the San Joaquin Power 
auditorium: Miller Henderson, Pearl Kelley, 
Leo Newcomb, Chester Adams, Iva Smith, 
Howard Finch and Blanche Weddle. 

On April 22, M. E. Newlin and F. V. Boller 
of the Fresno office attended the rate and 
rules meeting held in the Dinuba office. During 
the evening Mr. Newlin discused very thor- 
oughly the new power and extension rates for 
this season. 

Hazen G. Redfern, manager of the Dinuba 
District, was elected a delegate to the 4th Dis- 
trict Convention of the Lions Club at Sacra- 
mento, May 22, 23, and 24. He was also 
elected a delegate to the National Convention 
at Omaha during the month of June. We be- 
lieve that Mr. Redfern is beginning to get 
home-sick as this is his “old home town.” 


SELMA 
Howard Youwc, Reporter. 

'The regular meeting of the Selma Power Club 
was held on the evening of April 8 and in the 
absence of President H. M. Phillips, Howard H. 
Young presided. Short talks were given by 
Mahlon Ernest Newlin and Vet Boller of the 
Commercial Department and after the usual 
routine of business was disposed of, a light 
repast of cake and coffee was served by the girls. 


The annual dia- 
mond struggle be- 
tween the Hot 
Dawgs (composed 
of service and of- 
fice men) and the 
Whiz Bangs (com- 
posed of line gang 
gentlemen) will be 
held early in May 
on the old gas 
works battle 
ground. Bert Finney is busy making first, 
second and third base cushions and many an 
old glass arm is getting limbered up in antici- 
pation of the big event. Last year the Whiz 
Bangs won by 22 to 8 but a different result is 
looked for this year by optimistic members of 
the Hot Dawgs. The result and line ups will 
be announced next month in the obituary column. 

A very successful electric cooking school was 
held the week of April 7 at Selma under the 
auspices of the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation and the Valley Electrical Supply 
Company. Miss B. Edna Galvin was in charge 
and gave a very interesting and instructive 
course in the art of electric cooking to a daily 
attendance that averaged 150 ladies. The 
bread, pie and cake baking contest was well 
patronized and two hundred eleven entries were 
received on Thursday, April 10, the day set 
aside for this special feature of the school. Mrs. 
M. P. Dennison was the winner of the bread 
baking contest and received as a prize for her 
efforts, a beautiful Hot Point Range. The win- 
ners of the cake and pie division received as 


— A39 — 
"I said it «vas a strike!" 
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rewards a Thor Electric Washer and a Premier 
Electric Vacuum Cleaner respectively. They 
were Mrs. Grady P. Hobson and Mrs. Sallie 
Campbell. Immediately following the close of 
the school a food sale was held by the ladies 
of the Selma Improvement Club and approxi- 
mately one hundred dollars was realized, which 
was turned over to the local Red Cross. The 
results of the school were highly successful and 
much favorable comment was heard. It is 
hoped this innovation can be made a regular 
practice and held yearly in the various districts. 

We were privileged to have as our guests 
and fellow employees for a while during April, 
Frank Suters and J. D. (Rockefeller) Ryan, 
who were busy at their usual duties of auditing 
the books. Many a feminine heart fluttered, 
because of the presence of handsome Frank and 
was saddened by his early departure. 

Our local storekeeper, A. K. (Tex) Dickson, 
is the proud possessor of a new Overland Cham- 
pion. 'The other day while driving from the 
office to town, he was annoyed by a constant 
rattle which seemed to emanate from the vicinity 
of the rear end. He stopped to examine and 
found a quantity of impedimenta in the form 
of porcelain utensils hung on the rear axle of 
his pride and joy and wired securely thereto. 
From the nature of the wired connections, they 
were evidently made by an expert in the use of 
pliers and connections. As Claude Gordon and 
Ed Greenwald were last seen near the car. 
they were immediately suspicioned but no one 
really knows the real perpetrator of the crime, 
which is an unsolved mystery to date. 

Emery Hurst, lineman by day and man about 
town in the evenings, is the proud owner of a 
Dodge roadster with balloon tires and all of 
the fixin's. 

Among visitors to our office during the month 
of April were included A. M. Frost, Gaskell 
Jacobs, Vet Boller, M. E. Newlin, E. R. Banks, 
T. B. Carter, C. W. Hughett and Mollie Lohse. 
Two other guests that we believe deserve special 
and honorable mention were the Mutt and Jeff 
of the Dinuba District, namely J. Edwin Ham- 
mond and Hazen G. Redfern, gentlemen and 
scholars, golfers par excellence and good fellows 
generally. All were welcome and we trust it 
will be our privilege to see them all again soon. 

Among the newest addicts to the royal and 
honorable game of “cow pasture pool" аге 
listed W. H. (“Fore”) Case and W. Lionel 
Henderson, who had their first tryout on the 
Kingsburg Links recently. Case went around 
in some eighty strokes (not bad for 9 holes) 
while Lionel has reduced his medal score to 
about 65 (also for 9 holes). 

A new addition was made to our office force 
on April 15 in the person of Warren Lewis, 
local Selma boy. Among his other accomplish- 
ments, he toots a mean cornet and is a member 
of the Selma band and local orchestra. 

Remodeling of the interior of our office has 
been completed for this time at least and several 
of the bunch are finding it hard to locate them- 
selves under the new line up. It is hoped that 
before another change is deemed necessary, we 
will be favored with a new building in keeping 
with our splendid district, which is conceded 
to be the "best what is" on the company system. 
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FRESNO 
G. L. VANBUREN, Reforter. 


CONSUMERS' DEPARTMENT 


Elsie Geiger has bobbed her hair! She who 
has written the many remarks,—sarcastic and 
scathing,—about others who had dispensed with 
unnecessary herbage has at last fallen for the 
fad. "Next," says the barber. 


Miss Leona Jacka, clerk in the Consumers' 
Department of the Water Company, was away 
from work for about two weeks during the 
removal of her tonsils. She is now back at 
work after a trip of recuperation spent with 
her folks at San Jose. 


Loris Auld of the Consumers’ Department 
made a rush trip to Seattle to see his mother 
who was very ill. He found her very much 
improved and returned feeling greatly relieved. 
He made the round trip in his coupe. 

Mrs. Earl Ray of the Stencil Department was 
incapacitated for a few days with a mild 
attack of our old friend, the "flu." 

Miss Nellie Priest, sister of Grace and Louise, 
is a new employee in the Stencil Department, 
filling the vacancy left by Mrs. E. A. La Mour, 
who became ill. 

Mrs. G. J. Twigg has gone to Seattle to 
spend the summer months. She took the Twigg 
heir, David, with her, which leaves Glenn a 
bachelor pro tem, in other words, for the time 
being. Glenn announces himself ready for din- 
ner invitations. 

At a recent district organization meeting, 
Lloyd Henley, M. E. Newlin and F. V. Boller 
thoroughly discussed with us the application 
and interpretation of the new Extension Rule, 
replacing old Rule 20. Questions and discus- 
sions flew thick and fast and a liberal educa- 
tion was had by all. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


AI C. Joy will no 
longer argue with 
the landlord about 
repairs on the chic- 
ken coop or plead 
for a reduction in 
rent. He has de- 
cided to become his 
own landlord and 
is building a new 
home in the north 
end of Fresno, not 
far from the 
homes of Jack Frost, Garrett Van Buren, Ray 
Morrison, Claude Weekes and about a dozen 
other Power Company employees who are 
establishing what looks like a "Power Colony." 
The steel frame of Al's home is going up as 
rapidly as Al can spare time to put in on it. A 
recent snap shot of Al in action shows he is an 
adept at riding beams. This accomplishment 
was no doubt developed by his early experience 
in riding brake beams while traveling as an 
actor. 

Vacation time has begun again. Among the 
first to go from the main office is Minerva 
Grossman. Effie Reed in District Foreman A. 
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M. Hensley's office is also taking.an early vaca- 
tion. Beverly Osborne, formerly in E. R. Bank's 
office, is doing Mr. Hensley's work in Miss 
Reed's absence. 


On Saturday evening, May 10, Eva Watson, 
assistant in the Medical Department, and Ernest 
Flentje of Lee Duncan's department were mar- 
ried at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. Eigner on 
M street. The couple received many beautiful 
gifs from friends and members of the office 
force. 

Genevieve Wren, the fiance of George B. 
Sawyer, was given a surprise party at the home 
of her sister, Mrs. Chris C. Hansen, on May 7. 
The feature of the party was the kitchen shower 
for Miss Wren, in which she received a number 
of practical gifts. "Jenny," who works in the 
office of the General Manager, is to be a June 
bride. 


Another wedding reported from the main 
office is that of Margaret Kruse and Roy Rus- 
sel, who were married May 7 at the home of 
the bride. After a wedding supper, Mr. and 
Mrs. Russel left for a trip to the bay cities. 
They both work for San Joaquin Power, Mar- 
garet being a member of the job and estimate 
department, while Roy is operator at the Cali- 
fornia Avenue substation. 

The diamond that Ann Eberhard is wearing 
on her left hand would indicate that there will 
soon be another wedding to report. E. W. Otto 
of the engineering department is said to be “the 
man in the case." 

Alfred Higdon, formerly operator at Power 
House No. 1, has been transferred to Fresno as 
relief operator. Alfred has been wanting to 
come down for some time. 


Edgar Terry is another new man in the oper- 
ating department, being employed as substation 
inspector's helper. 

Mrs. Stella Uridge, who has been ill for about 
a week, is back on the job again. 

The members of the office force will be glad 
to learn that Mrs. Annie Smith, who has been 
seriously ill for about four months, is improving 
rapidly now. She is able to take short rides and 
get out for short times. 


Mrs. Grace Brady recently returned from 
Berkeley, where she attended the funeral of her 
mother. 

Mrs. E. A. LaMour, formerly with the con- 
sumers' department, now has a position in the 
accounting department. A short illness kept 
Mrs. LaMour away from the office for several 
days and we are glad to see her back at her 
desk again. 

Mrs. Nina Weems is back at her job in the 
Finance Division after taking a much needed 
rest of one month. 

A slight accident confined Mrs. Jennie Glas- 
gow of the Research Division to her home for 
several days. 

A. M. Frost of the sales department left on 
May 13 to attend the N. E. L. A. Convention 
at Atlantic City, New Jersey, May 19-23. Mr. 
Frost expects to be away for about two weeks. 

H. N. Carroll and J. B. Carter, also of the 
sales department, are in the Taft oilfields study- 
ing industrial conditions there. 
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STORES AND PURCHASING 
DEPARTMENTS 
O. M. SiMPsoN, Reforter. 


George C. Robb, general storekeeper of the 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company of San 
Francisco was a recent visitor in the Stores and 
Purchasing Departments. Mr. Robb stated that 
his company intended to erect some new material 
warehouses and he was looking over our build- 
ing at the new industrial site for information 
and suggestions that might be of value to them. 
He was particularly pleased with our steel 
shelving. 

Harold Brandin of the Stores Department is 
now in Bakersfield where he is conducting the 
work of taking the annual inventory. 

A. R. Pollansky left the Purchasing Depart- 
ment on May 1. He intends to visit his home 
in Texas. 

During the month many visitors, including 
managing officials of other large corporations, 
inspected our plant at the new industrial site. 
Among the visitors were two Japanese engi- 
neers from Tokio, who were very much inter- 
ested and made numerous notes. 

The baseball team at the Print Shop and 
Stationery Department accepted a challenge 
from the office team. The game was played 
Sunday morning, May 11, with the office force 
as victors, scoring 6 to 5. 

Neil Johnson who was employed by the com- 
pany some years ago is again with this company, 
filling the vacancy left by the resignation of 
John Schabel. 

J. M. Wainscoat has just returned from a 
two days’ inspection trip to Bakersfield and 
Taft, where he carefully looked over the equip- 
ment. E 

John E. Schabel, for seven years a resident of 
Fresno and during the past two years with the 
transportation department of the San Joaquin 
Ligbt and Power Corporation, resigned recently 
to accept a position as field representative 
with the International Correspondence Schools 
of Scranton, Pa. Schabel will continue to make 
his home in Fresno with an office in the Valley 
Bank building, but will be associated with the 
Oakland branch of the I. C. S. 


FRESNO CITY WATER 
Marie Ross, Reporter. 


Superintendent Buford and Chief Engineer 
Harmon of the Long Beach Water Company 
spent three days in Fresno last week inspecting 
our system and our new building. They were 
very generous with praise for our new home. 

The executive committee of the American 
Water Works Association, California Section, 
held an all day meeting in C. B. Jackson's 
office May 3 with S. B. Morris, chief engineer 
of the Pasadena Water Works, Geo. W. Pracy, 
superintendent of the Spring Valley Water 
Works of San Francisco, Fred J. Klaus, asffs- 
tant engineer, East Bay Water Company, Oak- 
land, P. Diederich, superintendent of the Glen- 
dale Water Works, and C. B. Jackson present. 

Wm. H. Brown has been employed in the 
Inspection Department of the Water Company, 
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taking the place of S. E. McBride who is ill. 
Brown comes from Oakland. 


CORCORAN DISTRICT 
FreD C. CARROLL, District Manager. 

Business continued to very good in this dis- 
trict during the month of April. 

We connected 214 horsepower for the Morris 
Garage at Stratford, one horsepower for M. E. 
Carlock at Angiola, 2 horsepower for Emmons 
Rubber Company in Lemoore, 2 horsepower for 
Sagaser Brothers at Lemoore and 15 horsepower 
for W. C. Ochs to be used in connection with 
the construction of the new high school in 
Lemoore. 

On our agricultural service H. G. Stridde of 
Corcoran increased his plant from 20 to 30- 
horsepower, Arthur Anderson increased one 
plant from 10 to 15 horsepower and 7/4 to 
10 horsepower on another of his plants. The 
Los Posos Land Company had an increase of 
20 to 30-horsepower. 

New plants were connected under our agri- 
cultural rates calling for a load of 17077 horse- 
power. 

During the month we connected 9 new ranges, 
for the following: Wm. Willoughby, 7!4-kilo- 
watt; S. T. McKune, 9-kilowatt; Gus Skoegard, 
6-kilowatt; Joe V. Lorenzo, 815-kilowatt; John 
Freer, 7-kilowatt; G. Borzi, 8/4-kilowatt; Mrs. 
J. E. Quimby, 434-kilowatt; Sun Rise Restau- 
rant, 312-kilowatt and Mrs. M. S. Henderson, 
a 615-kilowatt range which was given as а 
prize at our Cooking School recently held in 
Corcoran. 

In addition to the above we connected 5 new 
resident lighting consumers and 4 new commer- 
cial lighting consumers. 

Business is particularly brisk at this time with 
many of the farmers planting cotton. A good 
many of our cotton growers report their cotton 
up and a very good stand, which indicates a 
bumper crop for this fall. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 
Hazen G. REDFERN, District Manager. 

Conditions in the Dinuba District continue to 
improve. Ranchers anticipate a good return 
from their products this season and this will be 
influenced by the size of the crop which is 
lighter than usual. A light crop tends to make 
a better grade of fruit and resultant demand 
stimulates the price. 

During the month of April we received appli- 
cations for 297 horsepower in agricultural 
motors and 13 lighting installations. Twenty- 
nine jobs and twenty-six estimates were com- 
pleted and sixty-nine meters set on new installa- 
tions. 

Two new green fruit packing houses are 
under construction in this district and several 
more are to be constructed before the fruit sea- 
son opens. 

Several meetings of the district employees 
were held the past month for the purpose of 
discussing and studying the new extension rule 
and new rates. These meetings are held 
monthly and we find they give us a better 
understanding of the problems that arise from 
time to time. 
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Cnas. J. Кешу, District Manager. 


Since January 1, 1924, we have completed 
60 jobs and 23 estimates, serving 205 new light- 
ing, heating and cooking consumers with 
444 kilowatts and 23 power consumers with 
898 horsepower. Some of the important loads 
connected are as follows: Southern Pacific 
Quarry, Santa Margarita, 635 horsepower. This 
quarry is equipped with four crushers, having 
a capacity of 40 cars of rock per day. The 
grade of rock is a very good granite and will 
be used for ballast on the Southern Pacific 
Coast lines from Santa Barbara to San Jose. 
One hundred men are now employed at the 
quarry with Mr. Stevenson in charge of the 
plant. Oak Ridge Oil Company, San Miguel, 
87 horsepower for drilling purposes, requiring 
2% miles of 10-kilowatt line to serve this busi- 
ness. Both the people of San Miguel and the 
Oil Company are very hopeful of opening up a 
new oil field. The rig is located about three 
miles above San Miguel, on the Coalinga 
Road. At the Union Oil Co. San Luis 
Obispo Farm, a 60-horsepower motor was in- 
stalled for pumping oil from tanks to the 
reservoir. The Union Oil Co. San Luis Obispo 
Tank Farm is the largest oil storage plant in 
the world, having a capacity of 6,650,000 bar- 
rels. The tank farm is located six miles from 
Avila and two miles from San Luis Obispo. Oil 
is pumped from the tank farm to Port San Luis 
Obispo, the second largest oil shipping port in 
the world. Dr. Polin's Harmony Dairy, 17 
horsepower, and 15 kilowatts installed in heat- 
ing and cooking. Dr. Polin keeps all registered 
Guernsey cattle and operates one of the finest 
dairies in the county. The ranch is located three 
miles south of San Luis Obispo. Lima, Garcia 
and Periera installed 10 horsepower for irriga- 
tion. This place is known as the Santa Fe 
Dairy, and is one of the real landmarks of 
California, as it was formerly the Governor 
Pacheco Spanish grant. М. Oliver, Arroyo 
Grande, dairy ranch, installed 15 horsepower; 
S. Azevedo, Arroyo Grande, dairy ranch, 
15 horsepower, and Harmony Valley Cream- 
ery, Harmony, 15 horsepower. This creamery is 
now operating 30 horsepower in electric motors, 
and will shortly be fully electrically equipped. 

T. Darani, San Miguel, installed 30 horse- 
power for irrigating 80 acres of land, on which 
he raises thoroughbred Holstein cattle. In 
addition to the above there were installed in 
the district 21 horsepower in small motors. 
District Foreman S. F. Platt is operating two 
gangs, using a two-ton White and a ton and a 
half Dodge truck in taking care of this new 
business. 

Great interest is being shown in the three 
schools established among district emplovees on 
January 1. The schools are as follows: com- 
mercial, 4 to 5 each Tuesdav; servicemen's 
school, 4 to 5 each Monday; and line construc- 
tion and operating, 4 to 5 everv second Satur- 
day. The office organization holds a meeting 
each Tuesday to discuss rates. circular letters 
and other phases of work. The servicemen's 
school has greatly improved our service work. 
These schools keep the organization in close 
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touch with the work and create a desire to keep 
strictly up to company standards. 

The rainfall has been very short this year, 
only 8.19 inches to date, but crops are in very 
good shape. The green peas were not shipped 
until March 1 this year. Last year they were 
on the New York market by January 1. The 
acreage in artichokes is about double that of 
last year. Artichoke raising is one of the most 
profitable crops in the state. The land along 
the ocean is very fine for artichokes. 

Construction on the remaining six miles of 
the Avila line will start on Monday, May 5, and 
the entire line, including the town of Avila 
distribution system, should be completed by 
June 10. 

Our heating and cooking load is coming on 
quite steadily. Recent installations on this class 
of business were for D. W. Chamberlain, Atas- 
cadero, 15 kilowatts; E. C. Brewer, Paso Robles, 
19 kilowatts; R. S. Ledger, Paso Robles, 10 
kilowatts; T. F. Haueser, Paso Robles, 11 kilo- 
watts, and F. Atherton, Atascadero, 12 kilo- 
watts. с 


SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT 
E. G. STAHL, District Manager. 


The hoof and mouth epizootic has seriously 
affected business of all kinds in the district dur- 
ing the month. There has been a noticeable 
reduction in the price of butter-fat which has 
made an unfavorable reaction on business of all 

inds. 

During the month we secured 14274 horse- 
power in pumping plants and 44 kilowatts in 
cooking, heating and light business. The appli- 
cants for this service were: Wylie Giffen, 
Mendota, 50 horsepower; Gordon Davidson, 
Firebaugh, 25 horsepower; Dennison & Standi- 
ford, Mendota, 20 horsepower; O. N. Cheek, 
Louis Musgrave, Burrel, 7/7 horsepower; Ed. 
Peterson, Burrel, 7/7 horsepower; August Met- 
zler, Helm, 1277 horsepower; A. J. Heinserling, 
Burrel, 5 horsepower; A. J. Crow and O. M. 
Davis, Kerman, 71⁄4 horsepower; C. Leoni, 
Burrel, 12 kilowatts and J. V. Conley, Kerman, 
11 kilowatts. 

We find that considerably more cotton is 
being planted in the Mendota District than was 
estimated earlier in the season. The latest 
figures show that about 8000 acres in all will 
be put out to cotton this year. Wylie Giffen is 
the largest planter, putting in 2200 acres. David- 
son Bros. of the Hotchkiss Ranch, near Fire- 
baugh, are putting in 1800 acres. 

Three hundred acres of melons are being 
planted on the Schindler Ranch this year. This 
is the first crop of melons of any size that has 
been planted on the West Side. It is claimed 
that this soil is especially adapted to melon 
growing, and if the success is made that is 
anticipated a much larger acreage will be 
planted next year. 

The Tranquillity Creamery started operation 
About the middle of April and is doing a very 
good business at the present time. They plan 
to make some improvements and extensions to 
their equipment in the near future which will 
increase their output and reduce their operating 
expenses, 
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A Toucu or FRIENDSHIP 
A friend in need is a friend to avoid.— 
Yellow Jacket. 


Give IT Gas 
Instructor—“My boy, your work has 
fallen down; and if you are going to pick 
it up, you'll have to step on it.”—Octopus. 


HASTENING THE END 
“We'll be friends to the end.” 
“Lend me ten dollars.” 
“That’s the end.”—Bison. 


NavAL ENGAGEMENT AVERTED 
She—“I am sorry I can't accept you, 
Bill, but circumstances over which I have 
no control prevent me.” 
He—"And what are those circum- 
stances ?" 
She— "Your circumstances.” —4 nnapolis 


FonciNc THE Luck 

First Golfer—"I thought you couldn't 
turn up this afternoon." 

Second Golfer—“It was a very near 
thing, my boy. I tossed up to see if I 
should go to the office or come here; and 
believe me, it took five spins before it came 
right.”—Pearson’s Weekly. 


Nor His PARTY 

Mr. Mulligan was lying upon his death- 
bed. Mrs. Mulligan was seated at his 
side, giving what small consolation she 
could offer in the circumstances. 

“Sure, Mike," said she, “is there inny- 
thing I cud do fer yez before yuh lave us?" 

“Margaret, me darlint," said he, “I 
think I smell the odor of roastin' pork. ‘I 
belave I cud eat a bit of it." 

“I'm sorry, Mike," said she, “but I can't 
cut into that pork roast. We're savin' it 
fer the wake." —Everybody’s Magazine. 
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Tue EFFICIENCY SYSTEM 
Marjorie (going to bed)—“ Mother, I 
needn't brush the tooth the dentist is going 
to pull tomorrow, need I ?”—Boston Tran- 
script. 


FRANK, ANYWAY 
HOMESTEADER near Casper would 
like to meet lady that is willing to support 
husband. Write P. O. Box 270.—Want 
Ad. in the Casper (Wyo.) Tribune. 


WOMANKIND IN THE MAKING 
"How long before she'll make her 
appearance ?" 
“She's up-stairs making it now." — Royal! 
Gaboon. 


HasN'T OuiTE GOTTEN THE RANGE 

*Doesn't that mule ever kick you?" 

“No sah, he ain't yit, but he frequently 
kicks de place where ah recently was."— 
Missouri Wesleyan Criterion. 


A CUTTING AMERICANISM 

A London tailor observes that Americans 
are demanding English-cut clothes—which 
is interesting in that it proves that English 
clothes are cut. To us it has always 
appeared that English clothes were hung on 
and then the wearer put through a mangle. 
— Buffalo Express. 


PooR HENRY 

“Henry Ford's got Muscle Shoals,” 
shouted a newsboy as he wriggled his way 
through the aisle of a crowded Canal Belt 
car Monday afternoon. 

“What's Muscle Shoals,” asked one girl 
of another. 

“I ain't sure," replied the other, "but I 
believe it's something like rheumatism. 
It's no wonder—that fellow Ford works 
too hard."—N ew Orleans Item. 
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San Joaquin Light and Power 
Corporation 


A Few Statistics as of December 31, 1923 


1,942 employees in all departments—operating and con- 
struction. 
21,014 bondholders and stockholders. 
34,945 square miles in which company operates. 
10 counties in Central California served — Mariposa. 
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern, 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara— 
with a population of 400,000. 
66,441 gas, water and electric consumers. 
115,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-electric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
187,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 
465,458,706 kilowatt hours total output of system in 12 months 
ending December 31, 1923. 
631,817,100 cubic feet of natural and manufactured gas sold in 
12 months ending December 31, 1923, in 3 cities. 
5,023 miles of electric transmission and distribution lines. 
166 miles of main used in distribution of gas. 
18 miles of main used in distribution of water. 
2 cities supplied with power for electric railways. 
16,315,100,000 gallons storage capacity for water used in generating 
electricity. 
1,784,019,200 cubic feet of natural gas and 7,163 barrels of oil 
used in generating electricity during 12 months 
ending December 31, 1923. 
67,130 horsepower of agricultural motors depending on 
San Joaquin Power, irrigating 402,780 acres of 
land. 
49,790 horsepower of industrial motors supplied by San 
Joaquin Power. 
18,184 horsepower of oil well motors operated by San 
Joaquin Power. 
2,510 horsepower of municipal power served by San 
Joaquin Power. 
242,675 horsepower total connected load. 
$2,886,003.47 wages paid employees in 1923. 
$657,502.91 taxes paid in 1923. 
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HE TERRITORY served by the San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation covers approxi- 

mately 6,000,000 acres in seven counties of the San Joaquin Valley. In this map are 
shown 5023 miles of transmission and distribution lines, 11 water power plants, 3 steam plants 
having an installed capacity of 187,533 horsepower which is distributed through 50 substations. 

The Midland Counties Public Service Corporation, serving in Fresno, Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo, and Santa Barbara Counties receives all of its power wholesale from the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation. 
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San Joaquin Power 
Prior Preferred Stock 
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Yields 7.14% 
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May be purchased at $99.00 per share on pay ents 
of $6.00 down and $5.00: per month per share. 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT AND POWE 
CORPORATION | 


Main Office, Fresno, California 
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